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FAMILY-RELIGION 


STATED AND ENFORCED. 


T* Har maſters of families. who profeſs to be the diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus, ſhould maintain the worſhip of 
God in their houſes, and give the example of its power 
and influence, is a truth which will not be called in queſ- 
tion. It is the object of this tract, the greater part of 
which is borrowed from the pious Mr Matthew Henry, 
to ſtate the importance of family - religion, and to urge 
it on the conſcience of the reader. 

It is the duty of the people of God, with themſelves, 
to give up their houſes to the Lord, to be to him for a 
name and a people. All the intereſt we have, both in 
our relations, and in our poſſeſſions, muſt be conſecrated 
to God; as under the law, all that the ſervant had was 
his maſter's for ever, after he had conſented to have his 
ear bored to the door poſt. When God effectually cal- 
led Abram out of Ur of the Caldees, a great change ap- 
peared in his family; for in obedience to God's precept, 
and in dependence on God's promiſe, they took all. the 
ſubſtance they had gathered, and the ſouls they had got- 
ten, and put themſelves and their all under the divine 
conduct and government, Gen. xii. 5. How pleaſant, 
when all the members of the family yield themſelves to 
God, ſubſcribe with their hands to be the Lord's, and 
W „ by the name of IIrael; and when the 
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maſter of the family, with himſelf, gives up all his right, 
title, aud intereſt, in bis houſe, and all that belongs to it, 
unto God, to be uſed for him, and diſpoſed of by him. 

More than once in the Old Teftament, we read of 
the dedication of private houſes to God. It is indeed 
ſpoken of as a common practice, Duet. xx. 5. What man 
1s there that hath built a new houſe, and hath not dedi- 
cated it? i. e. taken poſſeſſion of, it. In the doing of 
which, it was uſual to dedicate it to God by ſome ſolemn 
acts of religious worſhip. The zoth Pſalm is entitled, A 
hſalm or ſong at the dedication of the houſe of David. 
It is a good thing, when a man hath a houſe of his own, 
thus to dedicate 1t to the ſervice and honour of God, 
that it may be a Bethel, a houſe of God, and not a Be- 
thaven, a houſe of vanity and iniquity. Every Chriſti- 
an that is an houſholder, no doubt doth this babitually 
and virtually; having firſt given his own ſelf to the Lord, 
he freely ſurrenders all he hath to him: but it may be 
of uſe to do it actually and expreſsly, and often to repeat 
this act of reſignation, Thir fone which I have ſet for a 
pillar, ſhall be God's houſe, Gen. xxviii. 22, Let all I 
have in my houſe, and all I-do in it, be for the glory of 
God; I own him to be my great landlord, and I hold 
all from and under him; to him I promiſe to offer up 
daily praiſes and thankſgivings; and to do the eaſy ſervices 
of Goſpel obedience. Let Ho/rnefs to the Lord be writ- 
ten upon the houſe and all the ſuraiture of it, according 
to the word which God hath ſpoken, Zech xiv. 20, 21. 
That every pot in Jeruſalem and Judah, ſhall be holineſs 
to the Lord of hoſts. Let God by his providence diſpoſe 
of the affairs of my family, and by his grace diſpoſe the 
affections of all in my family, according to his will, to 
his own praiſe. Let me and mine be H only, wholly, 
and for ever. 

Maſters of ſamilies, who preſide in the other affairs of 
the houſe, muſt go before their houſholds in the things 
of God. They muſt be as prophets, prieſts, and kings, 
in their own families, and as ſuch they muſt keep up fa- 
mily doctrine, family worſhip, and family diſcipline. 

Fir/t, Keep up family doctrine. It is not enough that 
you are baptized into the Chriſtian faith, and profeſs to 
own the truth as it is in Jeſus, but care muſt be taken, 


51 
and means uſed, that you and yours be well acquainted 
with that truth, and that y ou grow in that acquaintance, 
to the honour of Chriſt, and his holy religion, and the 
improvement of your own minds, and theirs that are un- 
der your charge. You'muit dwell with your families 
as men of knowledge, 1 Pet. iii. 7. . e. as men that de- 
fire to grow in knowledge yourſelves, and to communi. 
cate your knowledge for the benefit of others, which are 
the two good properties of thoſe that deſerve to be cal- 
led men of knowledye. 
That you may keep up family doctrine, 
1. You mult read the Scriptures to your families, in 
a ſolemn manner, requiring their attendance on your 
reading, and their attention to it; and enquiring ſome- 
times whether they underſtand what you read? I hope 
there are none of you without Bibles in your houſes, 
every one a Bible. Thanks be to God we have them 
cheap and common, in a language that we underſtand. 
The book of the law is not ſuch a rarity with us, as it 
was in Jofiah's time. We need not eich this knowledge 
from afar, nor ſend from ſea to ſea, and from the river 
to the ends of the earth, to ſeek the knowledge of God 5 no 
the word is nigh us. When popety reigned in our land, 
Engliſh Bibles were ſcarce ; a load of hay (it is ſaid) 
was once given for one torn leaf of a Bible. But now 
Bibles are eafily purchaſed; It is better to be without 
bread in your houles, than without Bibles ; for the words 
of God's mouth are, and ſhould be to you more than your 
neceſſary food. 

But what will it avail you to have Bibles in your 
houſes, if you do not uſe them? T'o have the great things 
of God's law and goſpel written to you, if you count 
them as a ſtrange thing? You look daily into your ſhop 

| books, and perhaps converſe much with the news-papers ; 

c and ſhall your Bibles be thrown by as an almanack cut 

| of date? It is not now penal to read the Scriptures in 
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8 your families, as it was in the dawning of the day ot re- 
'” formation from popery, when there were thoſe that were 
4 accuſed and proſecuted for reading in a certain great he- 
. retical book, called an Engliſh Bible. The Philiſtines 
w do not now /top up theſe wells, (as Gen. xxvi. 18.) nor 


| do the ſhepherds drive away your flocks from them (as 
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[6] 
Exod. ii. 17.) nor are they as a ſpring ſhut up or a 
fountain ſealed. You have alſo variety of excellent 
helps to underſtand the Scripture, and to improve your 
reading of it; and, above all, God hath promiſed to grve - 
his Holy Spirit to lead you by the Scriptures into the 


| knowledge of the truth; ſo that if you or yours periſh 


for lack of this knowledge, as you certainly will if you 
perſiſt in the neglect of it, you may thank yourſelves, 
the guilt will ly wholly at your own doors. 

Let me therefore with all earneſtneſs preſs it upon 


you, to make the ſolemn reading of the Scriptures a part 


of your daily worſhip in your families. When you ſpeak 
to God by prayer, be willing to hear him ſpeak to you 
in kis word, that there may be a communion between 


God and you. This will add much to the ſolemnity of 


your family worſhip, and will make the tranſaction the 
more awful and ſerious, if it be done in a right man- 
ner; which will conduce much to the honour of God, 
aud your own and your families edif cation. It will help 
to make the word of God familiar to yourſelves, and 
your children and ſervants, that you may be ready and 
mighty in the Scriptures, aud may from thence be tho- 
roughly furniſhed unto every good word and work. It 
will likewiſe furniſh you with matter and words for pray- 
er, and ſo be helpful to you in other parts of the ſervice. 
If ſome parts of Scripture ſeem leſs edify ing, let thoſe 
be more frequently read that are moſt ſo, David's pſalms 
are of daily uſe in devotion, and Solomon's proverbs in 
converſation ; it will be greatly to your advantage to be 
well verſed in them. And I hope, I need not preſs any 
Chriſtian to the ſtudy of the New Teſtament, nor any 
Chriſtian parents to the inſtructing of their children in 
the pleaſant and profitable hiſtories of the Old Teſta- 
ment. When you only hear your children read the 
Bible, they are tempted to look upon it as no more but 
a ſchool book; but when they hear you read it to them 
in a ſolemn, religious manner, it comes, as it ought, with 
more authority. Thoſe maſters of families who make 
conſcience of doing this, daily, morning and evening, 
reckoting it part of that which the duty of every day 
requires, I am ſure, have comfort and ſatisfaction in ſo 
doing, and find it contributes much to their own im- 
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provement in Chriſtian knowledge, and the edification 
of thoſe that dwell under their ſhadow; The ſeaſona- 


ble reading other good books will alſo contribute very 


much to family inſtruction. 

2. You mult alſo catechiſe your children and ſervants, 
ſo long as they continue to need this milk. Adviſe them 
to learn ſelect paſſages of Scripture, and ſome good ca- 
techiſm, by heart, and by familiar diſcourſe, help them 
to underſtand them. It is an excellent method of cate- 
chiſing, which God himſelf directs us to, Deut. vi. 7. 


To teach our children the things of God, by talking of 


them as we fit in the houſe, and go by the way, when we 
lie down, and when we riſe up. It is good to keep up 
ſtated times for this ſervice, and to be conſtant in them, 


as thoſe that Know how induſtrious the enemy is, to /ow 


tares, while men ſleep. If this good work be not kept 
going forward, it will of itſelf go backward. Wiſdom 
alſo will direct you to manage your catechiſing, as well 
as the other branches of family-religion, ſo as not to 
make it a taſk and burden, but as much as may be a 
pleaſure to thole under your charge, that the blame may 
ly wholly upon their own impiety, and not at all upon 
your imprudence, if they ſhould ſay, Beho/d what a wea- 
rineſs is it. 

A religious family may be termed the nurſery in 
which the trees of righteouſneſs are reared, that after- 
wards are planted in the courts of our God, Public ca- 
techiſing will turn to little account without family-cate- 
chiſing. The labour of miniſters in inſtructing youth, 
8 proves to many labour in vain, becauſe maſters 
of families do not do their duty, in preparing them for 
public inſtruction, and examining their improvement by 
it. As mothers are childrens beſt nurſes, ſo parents are 
or ſhould be their beſt teachers. Solomon's father was 
his tutor, Prov. iv. 3, 4. And he never forgot the leſ- 
ſons his mother taught him, Prov. xxxi. 1. 

Conſider what your children are now capable of, even 
in the days of their childhood. They are capable of 


receiving impreſſions now, which may abide upon them 


while they live. The hoſannas even of children, taught 


by the Spirit of God, will be the perfecting of praiſe, 


and highly pleaſing to the Lord Jeſus. 
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Confider what. your children are deſigned. ſor (we 
hope) in this world; they ſhould be a /eed to ſerve the 
Lord, which ſhall be accounted to him for a generation. 
They are to bear up the name of Chriſt in their day, and 
into their hands muſt be tranſmitted that good thing, 
which is committed to us. They are to be prailing 
God on earth, when we are praiſing him in heaven. 
Let them then be brought up accordingly, that they 
may anſwer tha end of their birth aud being, They 
are deſigned for the ſervice of their generation, and to 
do good in their day; conſult then the public welfare, 
and let nothing be wanting on your parts to qualify them 
for being uſeful. ; 

Conſider eſpecially what they are deſigned for in ano- 
ther world, 'They are made for eternity. Every child 
thou haſt, hath a precious and immortal foul, that muſt 
be for ever either in heaven or hell, according as it is 
prepared in this preſent ſtate. Perheps it muſt re- 
move to that world of ſpirits very ſhortly ; and will it 
not be very fad, if through your careleſſneſs and neglect, 
your children ſhould learn the ways of fin, and periſh 
eternally in thoſe ways? Give them warning, that, if 
poſſible, you may deliver their ſouls, at leaſt, that you 
may deliver your own, and may not bring their curſe 
and God's too, their blood and your own too, upon your 
heads. 

I know you cannot give grace to your children, nor 
is a religious converſation, the conſtant conſequence of a 
religious education ; the race 1s not always to the ſwift, 
nor the battle to the ſlrong. But if you make conſcience 
of doing your duty, by keeping up family doctrine ; if 
you teach them the good and the right way, and warn 
them of by-paths; if you reprove, exhort and encou- 
rage them as there is occaſion, if you pray with them, 
and for them, and ſet them a good example, and at laſt 
conſult their ſoul's welfare in the diſpoſal of them, you: 
have done your part, and may comturtably leave the if. 
ſue and ſucceſs with God. 

Secondly, Keep up family-worſhip. You muſt not 
only as prophets, teach your families, but as prieſts, 
muſt go before them, in offering up the ſpiritual ſacri- 


fices of prayer and praiſe. Herein likewiſe you muſt - 
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tread in the ſteps of faithful Abraham; whoſe ſons you 
are while thus you do well. You muſt not only, like him, 
inſtruct your houſehold, but, like him, you muſt with 
them, ca// on the name of the Lord, the everlaſting God, 
Gen. xxi. 33. Wherever he prtched his tent, there he 
built an altar unto the Lord, Gen. xii. 7, 8. xiii. 7, 18. 
Though he was yet in an unſettled ſtate, but a ſtranger, 
and a ſojourner; though he was among jealous and en- 
vious neighbours, for the Canaanite and the Perizzite 
dwelt then in the land ; yet wherever Abraham had a 
tent, God had an altar in it, and he himſelf ſerved at 
that altar. Herein he has left us an example, 

Families, as ſuch, have many errands at the throne of 

ace, which furniſh them with matter and occafion for 

amily-prayer every day. Errands which cannot be 

done ſo well in ſecret or public, but are fitteſt to be 
done by the family in conſort, and apart from other fa- 
milies. And it is good for thoſe that go before the reſt 
in family-devotion, ordinarily to dwell moſt upon the 
concerns of thoſe that join in their family-capacity, that 
it may be indeed a family-prayer, not only offered in and 
by the family, but ſuited to it. In this and other ſervi- 
ces, we ſhould endeavour not only to ſay ſomething. but 
ſomething to the purpoſe. , 

Five things eſpecially you ſhould have upon your 
heart in your family prayer, and ſhould endeavour to 
bring ſomething of each, more or leſs, into every prayer 
with your families, | 

I. You ought to make family-acknowledgments of 
your dependence upon God and his providence, as 


a family. Our great buſineſs in all acts of religious 


worſhip is, to give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name; and this we muſt do in our family-worſhip. 
Give honour to God as the founder of families by his or- 
dinance, becauſe ct was not good for man to be alone; 
as the founder of your families by his providence, for he 
it is that buz/deth the houſe, and /etteth the ſolitany in fa- 
milies. Give honour to him as the owner and ruler of 
families; acknowledge that you and yours are his, under 
his government, and at his diſpoſal, as the /heep of hrs 
paſture. Eſpecially adore him, as the God of all the fa. 
milies of Iſrael, in covenant-relation to them, and having 
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a particular concern for them above others, Jer. xxxi. 1, 
Give honour ta the great Redeemer, as the head over 
all things to the church, Eph. i. 22. Call him the 
maſter of the family, and the great upholder and bene- 
factor of it; for he it is in whom all the families of the 
earth are bleſſed, Gen. xii, 3. All family-bleflings are 
owing to Chriſt, and come to us through his hand, by 
his blood. Own your dependence upon God, and your 
obligations to Chriſt, for all good things pertaining both 
to life and godlineſs, and making conſcience. of paying 

homage to your chief Lord, and never ſet up a title to 
any of your enjoyments in competition to bis. 

2. You ought to make family-confeſhons of your fins 
againſt God ; thoſe ſins you have committed in your fa- 
mily-capacity. We read in Scripture of the inzyuzty. of 
the houſe, as of I/i's, 1 Sam. iii. 13, 14.3 iniquity vi- 
fited upon their children; ſins that bring wrath upon 
families, and a curſe that enters into the houſe to conſume 
it, with the timber thereof, and the flones thereof, Zech. 
v. 4- How concerned was Job becauſe. of the fins of his 
children, chap. i. 5. 
| Even thoſe families, that are not polluted with 
groſs and. ſcandalous fins, have need to join every 
day in ſolemn repentance before God for their fins of 
daily infirmity. Their vain words and unprofitable con- 
verſe amoug themſelves; their manifold defects in re- 
lative duties, provoking one anothers lnſts and paſſions, 
inſtead of provoking one another to love and to good 
works. 'Theſe ought to. be confeſſed and wok; K. by 
the family together, that God. may. be glorified, and 
what hzs been amiſs may be amended for the future. It 
was not only in a time of great and extraordinary repen- 
tance that families mourned apart, Zech. xii. 11. but in 
the ſtated returns of the day of expiation the prieſt was 
particularly to make atonement for his houſhold, Lev. 
xvi. 17. The beſt families, and thoſe in which piety 
and love prevails moſt, yet in many things come ſhort, 
and do enough every day to bring them upon their knees 
at night. 

3- You ought to offer up family-thankſgivings for the 
bleſſings which you, with your families, receive from 
God. Many are the mercies of which you enjoy the 
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ſweetneſs and benefit in common; and if theſe mercies 
were wanting to one, all the family would be ſenſible of 
it. Hath not God made a hedge of protection about you 
and your houſes, and all that you have? Job i. 10. 
Hath he not created a defence upon every dwel/ling-place 
of Mount Zion, as well as upon her afJjemblics ? 1a. iv. 
5. The dreadful alarms of a ſtorm, and the deſolations 
made, as by a fire, once in an age, ſhould make us ſenſible 
of our obligations to the divine providence, for our pre- 
ſervation | tempeſts and fire every day, and every 
night. JU! it of the Lord's mercies that we are not con- 
ſumed, and buried in the ruins of our houſes. When the 
whole family comes together ſafe in the morning, from 
their reſpective retirements, and when they return ſafe 
at night, from their reſpective employments, there ha- 
ving been no diſaſter, no en + no evil occurrence, it 
is ſo reaſonable, and (as I may ſay) ſo natural for them 
to join together in ſolemn thankſgivings to their great 
protector, that I wonder how any that believe in a God, 
and a providence, can omit it. Have you not health in 
your family, ſickneſs kept or taken from the midſt of 
you ? Doth not God bring plentifully into your hands, 
and increaſe your ſubſtance ? Have you not your table 
ſpread, and your cup running over, and manna rained a- 
bout your tents ? and doth not the whole family ſhare 
in the comfort of all this ? ſhall not then the voice of 
thankſgiving be in thoſe tabernacles, where the voice of 
ejoicing is 2 Plal. cxviii.15. Is the vine by the houſes 
fide fruitful and flouriſhing, and the o/ive plants round the 
table green and growing? Are family-relations comfor- 
table, and agreeable, not broken, nor imbittered ? And 
ſhall not that God be acknowledged herein, who makes 
every creature to be that to us that it 1s? Shall not the 
God of your mercies, your ſamilz.mercies, be the God 

of your praiſes, your family-praiſes, and that daily ? 
he benefit and honour of your being Chriſtian fami. 
lies, your having in God's houſe, and within his walls, a 
place, and a name, better than that of ſons and daughters, 
and the ſalvation this brings to your houſe, furniſheth 
you with abundart matter Be Joint thankſgivings. You 
hath he known above all the families of the earth, and 
therefore he expects in a ſpecial manner to be owned by 
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_ you. Of all houſes, the houſe of -Iſrael, the houſe of 
Aaron, and the houſe of Levi, have molt reaſon to bleſs 
the Lord, and to ſay, that his mercy endureth for ever, 

4. You ought to preſent your family. petitions for the 
mercy and grace of which your families ſtand in need, 
Daily bread is received by families together, and we 
are taught, not only to pray for it every day, but to pray 
together for it, ſaying, Our Father, give it us. There 
are affairs and employ ments of which the family is joint- 
ly concerned in the ſucceſs, and, therefore, ſhould joiat- 
ly aſk of God, wiſdom for the management of them, and 
proſperity therein. There are family-cares to be caſt 
upon God by prayer, family-comforts to be ſought for, 
and family-croſles of which they ſhould together beg for 
the ſanctiſication and removal. Hereby your children 
will be more effectually poſſeſſed with a belief of, and 
regard to, the divine providence, than by all the inſtruc- 
tions you can give them, which will look beſt in their 
eye, when thus reduced to practice by your daily ac- 
knowledging God in all your ways. 

You deſire that God will give wiſdom and grace to 
your children; you travel in birth again till you ſee 
Chriſt formed in them, you pray for them ; it is well, 
but it is not enough ; you mult pray with them ; let 
them hear you pray to God for a bleſſing upon the good 
inſtructions aud counſels you give them; it may per- 
haps put them upon praying for themſelves, and increaſe 
their eſteem both of you, and of the good leſſons you 
teach them, . You would have your ſervants diligent 
and faithful, and this perhaps would help to make them 
ſo. Maſters do not give to their ſervants that which 
is juſt and equal, it they do not continue in prayer with 
them. | 

There are ſome temptations which families, as ſuch, 
ly open to. Buſy families are in temptation to world- 
lineſs, and neglect of religious duties ; mixed families 
are in temptation to diſcord, and mutual jealouſies; de- 
caying families are in temptation to diſtruſt, diſcontent, 
and indirect courſes, to help themſelves ; they ſhould 
therefore not only watch, but pray together, that they 
be not oyercome by the tewptations to which they are 
ex poſed. 


3 | [ 13 ] 
There are family-bleſſings which God hath promiſed, 
and for which he will be fought unto; "Theſe joint blei- 
fings muſt be ſued out by joint prayers. There is a ſpe- 
cial bleſſing which God commands upon families that 
dwell together in unity, Plal. cxxxni. 1. 3. which they 
muſt ſeek for by prayer. Where God commands the 
bleſſing, we mult beg the bleſſing, God by promiſe 
blefleth David's houſe, and 7 x0 ah David by prayer 
bleſſeth it too, 2 Sam. vi. 20. | | 

5. You ought allo to make family interceſſion for o- 
thers. There are families you ſtand related to, or 
which by neighbourhood, friendſhip or acquaintance, 
you become intereſted in, 2nd concerned for, and theſe 
you ſhould recommend in your prayers to the grace of 
God, and your family that are joined with you in the al- 
liances, ſhould join with you in thoſe prayers. Evil ti- 


dings perhaps are received from relations at a diſtance, 


which are the grief of the family; God muſt then be 
ſought unto by the family for ſuccour and deliverance. 
Some of the branches of the family are perhaps in di- 
ſtant countries, and in dangerous cir-umances, and you 
are ſolicitous about them; it will be a comfort to your- 
ſelves, and will be of advantage to them, to make men- 
tion of them daily in your family-prayers. The benefit 
of prayer will reach far, becauſe he that hears prayer, 
can extend his hand of power and mercy to the utmoſt 
corners of the earth, and to them that are afac off upon 
the ſea. 28 
In the public peace likewiſe, we and our families have 
peace; and therefore we ſhould pray for the peace of 
the land in which we dwell, We muſt make ſuppli- 
cation for #ings and all in authority, 1 Tim. ii. 2,---8, 
we muſt bear upon our hearts the concerns of God's 
church abroad, eſpecially the ſufferiag parts of it. 
Tbus keeping up a ſpiritual communion with all the fa- 
milies that in every place call on the name of the Lord 
eſus. | 
f In a word, Let us go by this rule in our family - devo- 
tions; whatever is the matter of our care, let it be the 
matter of our prayer; and let us allow no care, which 
we cannot in faith ſpread before God: and whatever is 
the matter of our * it be the matter of our 
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thankſgiving; and let us withhold cur hearts from all 
thoſe joys, which do not diſpoſe us for the duty of 


raiſe, | 
Under this head of family-worſhip, I muſt not omit 
to recommend to you the ſinging of God's praile in your 
families, as a part of daily worſhip, eſpecially Sabbath 
worſhip. This is a part of religious worſhip, which 


participates both of the word and prayer; for therein 


we are not only to give glory to God, but to teach and 
admoniſh one another; it is therefore very proper to 
make it a tranſition, from the one to the other. It will 
warm and quicken you, refreſh and comfort you, and 
perhaps, if you have little children in your houſes, they 
will ſooner take notice of it, than of any other part of 
your family-devotion;. and ſome good impreſſions may 
thereby be faſtened upon them. 

Thirdly, Keep up family-diſcipline. Reaſon teacheth 
us, that every man ſhould bear rule in his own huufe, 
Eſther i. 22. And ſince that, as well as other power, 
is of God, it ought to be employed for God; and they 
that ſo rule, muſt be juſt, ruling in fear. Joſhua look- 


ed further than the acts of religtuus worſhip, when he 


made that pious reſolution, A for me and my houſe, we 
will ſerve the Lord, Joſhua xxiv. 15. For we do not 
ſerve him in ſincerity and truth, (which-is the ſervice he 
there ſpeaks of, ver. 14.) if we and ours ſerve him only 
on our knees, and do not take care to ſerve him in the 
whole of our deportment. "Choſe only that have c/can 
hands, and a pure heart, are accounted the generation of 
them that ſeek God, Pal. xxiv. 4,---6. And without 
this, thoſe that pretend to ſeek God daily, do but mock 


him, Iſa. Iviii. 2. 


The authority God hath given you over your child- 
ren and ſervants, is principally deſigned for this end, that 
you may thereby bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, If you uſe it only to oblige them 
to do your will, and fo ſerve your pride, and to do your 
buſineſs, thus ſerving your worldlineſs, you do not 
anſwer the great end of your being inveſted with it. 
You muſt uſe it for God's honour, by it to endeavour 
to teach them to do the will of God, and to mind 
the buſineſs of religion. Holy David not only bleſſed 
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his houſehold, but took care to keep good order in it; 
as appears by that plan of his family-diſcipline, which 
we have in the 104itt plalm. A plalm which Mr Fox 
tells us, that bleſſed martyr, Biſhop Ridley, often read 
to his family, as the rule by which he reſolved to go- 
vern it. 

You are made keepers of the vineyard, be faithful to 
your truſt, and carefully watch over thoſe that are un- 
der your charge, knowing you mult give account. 

1. Countenance every thing that is good and praiſe- 
worthy in your children and fervants. It is as much your 
duty to commend and encourage: thoſe in your family 
that do well, as to reprove and admoniſh thoſe that do 
amils; and if you take delight only in blaming that 
which, is culpable, and are backward to praiſe that 
which is laudable, you give occaſion to ſuſpect ſome- 
thing of an ill nature not becoming a good man, much 
leſs a good Chriſtian. It ſhould be a trouble to us, 
when we have a reproof to give, but a pleaſure to us to 
ſay with the apoſtle, 1 Cor. xi. 2. Now I praiſe you, 

Moſt people will be eafier led than driven, and we all 
love to be ſpoken fair: When you ſee any thing that is 
hopeful and promiſing in your inferiors, any thing of a 
towardly and traQtable diſpoſition, much more any thing 
of a pious affection to the things of God, you ſhould 
therefore contrive to encourage it. Smile upon them 
when you ſee them ſet their faces heavenwards, and take 
the firſt opportunity to let them know you obſerve it, 
and are pleaſed with it, and do not deſpiſe the day of 


\ ſmall things. This will quicken them to continue and 


abound in that which is good, it will fortify them a- 
gainſt the difficulties they ſee in their way, and perhaps 
may turn the wavering trembling ſcale the right way, 
and effectualiy determine their reſolutions to cleave to 
the Lord. When you ſee them defirous to come to fa- 
mily-worſhip, attentive to the word, devout in player, 
induſtrious to get knowledye, ufraid of fin, and careful 
to do their duty, let them have the praiſe of it, ſor you 


have the comſort of it, and God muſt have all the glo- 


ry. Draw them with the cords of a man, hold them 
with the bands of love; ſo ſhall your rebukes, when 
they are neceſſary, be the more 2cceptable and effectual. 


164 | 
The great Shepherd gathers the lambs in his arms, and 
carries them in his hikes, and gently leads them, and ſo 
thould you. 

2. Diſcountenance every thing that is evil in your 
children and ſervants, Uſe your authority for the pre- 
venting of fin, and the ſuppreſſing of every root of bit- 
terneſs, leſt it ſpring up, and trouble you, and thereby 
many be defiled. Frown upon every thing that brings 
fin into your families, and introduceth any ill words, or 
ill practices. Pride and paſſion, ſtrife and contention, 
idleneſs and intemperance, lying and flandering, are 
fins which you muſt not connive at, nor ſuffer to go 
without a rebuke. If you return to the Almighty, this 
among other things is required of you, tbat you put a- 
way iniquity, all iniquity, theſe and other the like ini- 
quities, far from your tabernacles, Job xxii. 23. Make 
it to appear, that in the e re of your families, 
you are more jealous for God's honour, than for your 
own authority and intereſt, and ſhew yourſelves more 
dilplezſed at that which is an offence to God, than at 
that which is only an afront or damage to yourſelves. 

Lou muſt indeed be careful not to provoke your 
children to wrath, leſt they be diſcouraged ; and as to 
your fervants, it is your duty to forbear on moderate 
threatening ; yet you muſt alſo with holy zeal and reſo- 
lution, and the meekneſs of wiſdom, keep good order in 
your families, and ſet no wicked thing before your eyes, 
but witneſs againſt it. A little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump. Be afraid of having wicked ſervants in 
your houles, leſt your children learn their way, and get 
a fnare to their ſouls. Drive away with an angry coun- 
tenance all that evil communication which corrupts good 
manners, that your houſes may be habitations of righ- 
teouſneſs, and fin 1aay never find ſhelter in them. 

I come now, Secondly, to offer ſome motives to per- 
ſuade you to promote religion in your families. And O 
that I could find out acceptable words, with which to 
1eaſon with you ſo as to prevall. Suffer me a little, and 
I will ſhew you what is to be ſaid on God's behalf, 
which is worth your conſideration. 

Fir/t, If your families be devoted to the fear of God, 
he will gracioully make his abode with you. It is a 
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very deſireable thing, to have the gracious preſence of God 
with us in our families, that preſeace which is promiſed 
nete two or three are gathered together in his name. 
This was it that David was ſo defircus of, Pfal. ci. 2. 
U when wilt thou come unto me! His palace, his court, 
would be as a priſon, as a dungeon, to him, if God did 
not come to him, and dwell with him, in it; and cannot 
your hearts witneſs to this deſire * You that have houſes 
of your own, would you not have God cdme to you, aud 
dwell with you, in them? Invite him then, beg his pre- 
ſence, court his ſtay. Nay, he invites bimſelf to your 
houſes, by the offer of his favour and grace. Behold he 
ſtands at your door, and kno:ks. It is the voice of your 
beloved, open to him, and bid him welcome; meet him 
with your hoſannalis; bleſſed is he that cometh. He 
cometh peaceably, he brings a bleſſing with him, a bleſ- 
fing which he will cauſe to reſt upon the habitations of 
the righteous, Ezek. xhv. 30. He will command a 
bleſſing which will amount to no leis than life for ever- 
more, Pfal. exxxill. 3. This preſence and bleſſing of God 
will make your relations comfortable, your affuirs ſuce 
celsful, your enjoyments ſweet, and behold by it all 
things are made clean to you. This will make your 
family comforts double comforts, and your family croſ- 
ſes but half croſſes; it will turn a tent into a temple, a 
cottage into a palace. Beautiful for fituation, the jo 

of the whole earth, are the houſes in which God dwells. 


Now, the way to have God's preſence with you in 


your. houſes is, to furniſh them for his entertainment, 
Thus the good Shunammite invited the prophet Eliſha 
to the chamber the had prepared for lim, by accom- 
modating him there with a bed and a table, a tool and a 
candle/tich, 2 Kings iv. 10. Would you furniſh your 
houſes for the preſence of God, it is not expected that 
you furniſh them as his tabernacle was furniſhed of old, 
with blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, and fine linnen, but 
ſet up and keep up for him a throne, and an altar, that 
from the altar you and yours may give glory to him, and 
from the throne he may give law to you and yours, and 
then you may be ſure of his preſence and bleſſing, and 
may ſolace yourſelves from day to day in the comfort of 
it, God will be with you in a way of mercy, while you 
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2 | 
are with him in a way of duty; if you feek bim, he will 
be found of you. The ſecret of God ſhall be in your 
tabernac le, as it was in Job's, chap. xxix. 4. as it is with 

the righteous, Pſal. xxv- 14. Prov. iii. 32, 3 
Secondly, If your houſes are devoted to God, he will 
make them little ſanctuaries; nay, he will himſelf be to 
yon a little ſanctuary, Ezek. xi. 16, The way to be ſafe 
in your houſes, is to. keep up religion and the fear 
of God in your houſes ; ſo ſhall you dwell on high, and 
the place of your defence ſhall be the munitions of rocks, 
Ifa. XXXIIi. 16. The law looks upon a man's houſe as 
his caſtle, religion makes it truly ſo, If God's grace be 
the glory in the midit of the houſe, his providence will 
make a wall of fire round about it, Zech. ii. 5. Satan 


| found it his confuſion, that God made a hedge about 


pious Job, about his houſe, and about all that he had on 
every fide, ſo that he could not find one gap by which 
to break in upon him, Job i. 10. Every dwelling place 
of Mount Sion ſhall be protected, as the tabernacle was 
in the wilderneſs, for God hath promiſed, to create up- 
on it a cloud and ſinole by day, and the ſhining of a flam- 
ing fire by night, which ſhall be a defence upon all the glo- 
rv, Ija. iv. 5. If we thus devote ourſelves to the ſervice 
of God all the days of our lite, by making our houſes his 
houſes, we ſhall be, hid in his pavilion, in the ſecret of 
his tabernacle ſhall he hide us, Pſal. xxvii. 4, 5. | 
Wherever we encamp under the banner of Chriſt, the 
angels of God will encamp round about. us, and pitch 
their tents, where we pitch ours; and we frequently loſe 
the impreſſion, how much we owe it to the miniſtra- 
tian of the good angels, that we and ours are preſerved 
from the malice of evil angels, who are continually ſeek- 
ing to do miſchief to good people. There are terrors 
which fly by night and by day, which they only that a- 
bide under the ſhadow of the Almighty can promiſe 
tbemlelves to be ſafe from, Pſal. xci. 1, 5. Would you 
inſure your houſes by the beſt policy of inſurance, let 
them be houſes devoted to God, and then they ſhall be 
taken under the ſpecial protection of him that keeps Iſ- 
rael, and neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps; and if any damage 
come to them, it ſhall be made up in grace and glory. 
The way of duty is without deubt the way of ſafety. 
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Pray ing families are kept from more miſchiefs than 
they themſelves are aware of. They are not always ſen- 
ſible of the diſtinction which a kind providence makes 
between them and others; though God is pleaſed ſome- 
times to make it remarkable, as in the ſtory which is 
credibly related of a certain village in the Canton of 
Bern in Switzerland, conſiſting of ninety houſes, which 
in the year 1584, was all deſtroyed by an earthquake, 


except one houſe, in which the good man and his fami- 


ly were at that time together praying. That promiſe is 
ſure to all the ſeed of faithful Abraham, Fear not, I am 
thy ſhield, Gen. xv. 1. Wiſdom herſelf hath paſſed her 
word for it, Prov. i. 33. Whoſo hearkeneth unto me, 
wherever he dwells, he /hal/ dwell ſafely, and ſhall be 


quiet from fear of all real evil itſelf, and from the a- 


mazing, tormenting fear of evil. Nothing can hurt, no- 
thing need frighten, thoſe whom God protects. 
Thirdly, If your houſe be not a truly religious houſe, 
it is to be feared Satan will have a ſeat there, If reli. 
gion do not rule your families, fin and wickedneſs will 
rule. I know where thou dwelle/t, (ſaith Chriſt to the 
angel of the church of Pergamos, Rev. it. 13.) even 
where Satan's ſeat tis ; that was his affliction ; but there 
are many whole ſin it is; by their irreligion and immo- 
rality they allow Satan a ſeat in their houſes, and that 
ſeat a throne, They are very willing that the ſtrong 
man armed ſhould keep his palace there, and that his 
goods ſhould be at peace. It is commonly ſaid, that 
where God hath a church, the devil will have his cha- 
pel; but it may more truly be ſaid in this caſe, Where 


God hath not a church, the devil will have his chapel. 


If the unclean ſpirit find the houſe in this ſenſe empty, 
empty of good, though it be ſwept and garniſhed, he 


taketh to himſelf ſeven other ſpirits more wicked than 


himſelf, and they enter in and dwell there. 
Terrible tories have been told of houſes haunted by 
the devil, and of the fear people have had of dwelling 


in ſuch houſes ; verily thoſe houſes in which rioting and 


drunkennefs reign, in which ſwearing and curſing are the 


language of the houſe, or in which the more ſpiritual 


wickedneſs of pride, malice, covetouſneſs and deceit, 
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[ 20 ] 
have the aſcendency, may truly be ſaid to be haunted by 
the devil, and they are moſt uncomfortable houſes. for 


any man to live in: They are ho/ds of foul ſpirits, and 


cages of unclean and hateful birds, even as Babylon the 
great will be when it is fallen, Rev. xviii. 2. 

Now, tbe way to keep ſin out of the houſe, is, to 
keep up religion in the houſe, which will be the moR ef- 
fectual antidote againſt Satan's poiſon. When Abra- 
bam thought concerning Abimelech's houſe, Swre/y the 


fear of God is not in this place, he concluded no leſs, but 


they would kill kim for his wife's fake, Gen. xx. 11. Where 
no fear of God is, no reading, no praying, no devotion, 
what can one expect but all that is bad? Where there 
is impiety, there will be immorality ; they that reſtrain 
prayer, caſt off fear, Job xv. 4. But if religious wor- 
ihip have its place in the houſe, it may be hoped that 
vice will not have its place there, There is much of 


truth in that ſaying of good Mr Dod, Either praying vi 


make a man give over ſinning, or ſinning will make a man 

ive over praying. Though there be a ſtruggle between 

Chriſt and Belial in your houſes, and the aflaults of fin 

and Satan are daring and threatening, yet as1ong as reli- 

gion keeps the field, and the weapons of its warfare 

are made uſe of, we may hope the enemy will loſe 
vund, 

Fourthly, True religion will make your houſes very 
comfortable to yourſelves. Nothing is more agreeable 
to a gracious ſoul, than conſtant communion with a graci- 
ous God; it is the one thing it defires, to dwell in the 
houſe of the Lord; here it is as in its element, it is its 
reſt for ever. If therefore our houſes be houſes of the 
Lord, we ſhall for that reaſon love home, reckoning our 
daily devotion, the ſweeteſt of our daily delights; and 
our family worſhip, the moſt valuable of our family com- 
forts. This will ſanctify to us all the conveniences of 
our houſe, and reconcile us to the inconveniences of it. 
What are Solomon's gardens and orchards, and pools of 


water, and the other delights of the ſons of men, ( Eccl. 


ii. 5, 6, 8.) in compariſon with thele delights of the 
children of God ? 

Family-religion will help to make our family-relations 
comfortable to us, by promoting love, preventing quar- 


C 


rels, and extinguiſhing heats that may at any time hap- 
pen. A family living in the fear of God, and joinin 

daily in religious worſhip, truly enjoys itſelf. Behol 

how good, and how pleaſant a thing it is for brethren 
thus, to dwell together; it is not only like ointment and 
perfume which rejoice the heart, but like the holy oint- 
ment, the holy perfume, wherewith Aaron the Hint of 
the Lord was conſecrated: not only like the common 


dew to the graſs, but like the dew which deſcendeth 


upon the mountain of Sion, the holy mountain, Pſal. 
cxxxiii. I, 2. The communion of ſaints in that which 
is the work of ſaints, is without doubt the moſt pleaſant 
communion here on earth, and the livelieſt repreſenta- 
tion, and ſureſt pledge of thoſe everlaſting joys, which 


are the happineſs of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 


and the hopes of holy ſouls in this imperfect ſtate. 

Family-religion will make the affairs of the family 
ſucceſsful ; and though they may not in every thing iſ- 
ſue to our mind, yet we may by faith foreſee that they 
will at laſt iflue in our good. If this beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us, and our families, jt will profper the 
work of our hands unto us, yea, the work of our hands 
it will eſtabliſh ; or however, it will eſtabliſh our hearts 
in that comfort which makes every thing that occurs ea- 
ſy, Pſal. xc. 17. cxii. 8, 

We cannot ſuppoſe our mountain to ſtand ſo ſtrong, 


but that it will be moved; trouble in the fleſh we muit 


expect, and affliction in that from which we promiſe our- 
ſelves moſt comfort; and when the divine providence 
makes our houſes houſes 4 mourning, then it will be 
comfortable to have them hou/es of prayer, and to have 
had them ſo before. When ſickneſs, and forrow, and 
death, come into our families, (and ſooner or later they 
will come) it is good that they ſhould find the wheels 
of prayer agoIng, and the family accuſtomed to ſeek 
God ; for if we are then to begin this good wark when 
diſtreſs forceth us to it, we thall drive heavily in it. 
They that pray conſtantly when they are well, may pray 
comfortably when they are ck. 

Fifthly, Family-religion will be a good legacy; nay, 
it will be a good inheritance, to be left to your children 
after you, Reaſon direQs us to conſult the welfare of 
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poſterity, and to lay up in ſtore a good foundation for 
thoſe that ſhall come after us to build upon, and we can- 
not do this better, than by keeping up religion in our 
houſes. A family- altar will be the beſt entail; your 
children will for this riſe up and call you bleſſed; and it 
may be hoped, they will be prating God for you, and 
praiſing God like you, here on earth, when you are prai- 
ſing bim in heaven. 5 

' You will hereby leave your children the benefit of 
many prayers put up to heaven for them, which will be 
kept (as it were) upon the file there, to be an{wered to 
their comfort, when you are ſilent in the duſt. It is 
true of prayer, what we ſay of winter, It never rots in 
the ſkies, The ſeed of Jacob know they do not ſeek in 
' vain, though perhaps they live not to ſee their prayers. 
anſwered. Some good Chriſtians that have made con- 
ſcience of praying daily with and for their children, have 
been encouraged to hope that the children of ſo many 
prayers ſhould not miſcarry at laſt ; and thus encouraged, 
Joſeph's dying word hath been the language of many a 
dying Chriſtian's faith, I die, but God will ſurely viſit 
you, Gen. 1. 24. 

You will likewiſe hereby leave your children a good 
example, which you may hope they will follow, when 
they come into houſes of their own, The uſage and 
practice of families is commonly tranſmitted from one 
generation to another; bad cuſtoms are many times thus 
_ entailed : They that burnt incenſe to the queen of hea- 

ven, learnt it of heir iP | ah xliv. 17. Anda vain 
converſation was thus received by tradition, 1 Pet. i. 18. 
And why may not good cuſtoms be in like manner hand- 
ed down to poſterity ? Thus we ſhould make known the 
ways of God to our children, that they may ariſe and de- 
clare them to their children, Pfal. Ixxviii. 6. . 

Sixthly, Family-religion will contribute. very much 
to the proſperity ef the church of God. This is that, 
which I hope, we are all hearty well-wiſhers to; ſetting 
aſide the conſideration of parties, and ſeparate intereſts, 
and burying all names of diſtinction in the grave of Chri- 
ſtian charity, we earneſtly defire to fee true Catholic 
Chriſtianity, and ſerious godlineſs in the power of it, pre- 
vailing and flouriſhing ia our land; to ſee knowledge fil. 
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ling the land, as the waters cover the ſea; to ſee holineſs 


and love giving law, and triumphing over fin and ſtrife; 
we would tee caule to call your city, a city of righteoul- 


neſs, a faithful city, its walls ſalvation, and its gates praiſe. 


Now all this would in all probability be effected, if fa- 
mily-religicn were generally ſet up, and kept up. 

When the wall was to be built about Jeruſalem, it was 
preſently done by this expedient, every one undertook 
to repair over agarnſi his own houſe, See Neh. iii. 10, 
&c. Andif ever the decayed walls of the goſpel Je- 
ruſalem be built up, it mult be by the ſame method. 
We cannot better ſerve our country, than by keeping 
up religion in our families. 

Let families be well catechiſed, and then the public 
preaching of the word will be the more profitable, and 
the more ſucceſsfſul. For want of this, when we ſpeak 
never ſo plainly of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God, to the molt we do but ſpeak parables. The 
book of the Lord is delivered to tbem that are not ca- 
techiſed, ſaying, Read this, and they ſav, We arc not 


learned; learned enough in other things, but not in the - 


one thing needful, Iſa. xxix. 12. But our work is ea- 
1y with thoſe, that, tcom their childhood, kave knowa 
the holy ſcriptures. 

If every family were a praying family, public prayers 
would be the better joined with, more intelligently, and 
more affeQionately , for the more we are uſed to prayer 
the more expert we ſhall be in that holy and divine art 
of entering into the holieſt. And public reprovots and 
admonitions would by the bleſſing of God, be as a nail 
in a ſure place, if maſters of families would ſecond them 
with their family-diſcipline. 


Religious families are bleſſings to the neighbourhood , 


they live in, at leaſt by their prayers. A 220d man thus 
becomes a public good, and it is his ambition to be fo. 
Though he ſee bis children's children, he has ſmall joy 
of that, if he do not ſee peace upon Iſrael, Plal. cxxviii. 
, 6. And therefore poſtponing all his own intereſts 


and ſatisfactions, he ſets himſelf to feek the good of le- 


ruſalem all the days of his life, Happy were we, if we 
had many ſuch. 


. ————— = A ar EE od ti 


| 
| 
| 


i 
1 
b 
7 
. 
1 
kl 
g 


2 


222 — — = 


— 


— 


L 24 ] 

That which now remains is, to addreſs you upon the 
whole matter by way of exhortation ; and I pray you, 
let my counſel be acceptable to you; and while I endea- 
vour to give every one his portion, let your conſcierices 
aſſiſt me herein, and take to yourſelves that which be- 
longs to you. | | 

Firſt, Let thoſe maſters of families that have hither- 
to lived in the neglect of family-religion, be perſuaded 
now to ſet it up, and from henceforward to make con- 
ſcience of it. I know it is hard to perſuade people to 
begin eveh a good work that they have not been uſed 
to; yet if God by his grace ſet in with this word, who 
can tell but ſome may be wrought upon to comply with 
the deſign of it? We have no ill deſign in urging you 
to this part of your duty: we aim not at the advantage 
of a party, but purely at the proſperity of your families. 
We are ſure we have reaſon on our fide, and if you will 
but ſuffer that to rule you, we ſhall gain our point, and 
you will all go home firmly reſolved, as Joſhua was, that 
whatever others do, and whatever they ſay of you, you 
and your houſes will ſerve the Lord. God put it into, 
and keep it in, the imagination cf the. thought of your 

Heart, and eſtabliſh your way therein before him. 
| Proceed in the right method ; firſt, ſet up Chriſt up- 
on the throne in your hearts, and then Chriſt will rule 
in your houſe. Let Chriſt dwell in your hearts by faith, 
and then let him dwell in your houſes; you do not be- 
uin et the right end of your work, if you do not firſt 
give your own ſelves unto the Lord. God had reſpect 
firſt to Abel, and then to his offering. Let the fear ard 
love of God rule in your hearts, and have a commanding 
ſway and empire there, and then ſet up an altar for God 
in your tents ; for you cannot do that acceptably, till you 
have firſt conſecrated yourſelves as ſpiritual prieſts to 
God, to ſerve at that altar. | 

And when your hearts, like Lydia's, are opened to 
Chriſt, let your houſes, like hers, be opened to bim too, 
Ads xvi. 14, 15. Let thoſe that have the richeſt, and 
beſt furriſhed houſes, reckon religion in them to be their 
beſt ornament, Let thoſe that have houſes of the great- 
eſt care and bufineſs, reckon family-religion their beſt 
employment, and not neglect the one thing needful, while 
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they are careful and cumbered about many things: Nor 
let thoſe that have mean habitations be diſcouraged. 
The ark of God long dwelt is curtains. The Lord 
viſits the cottages of his people with his gracious preſence, 
while he paſſes by the palaces of kings, whoſe hearts are 
not in ſubjection to the King of kings. 

Would you keep up your authority in your family ? 
You cannot do it better, than by keeping up religion in 
your family. If ever a maſter of a family looks great, 
truly great, it is when he is going before his houſe in 
the ſervice of God, and preſiding among them in holy 
things. 'Then he ſhews himſelf worthy of double ho- 
nour, when he teacheth them the good knowledge of 
the Lord, and is their mouth to God in prayer, bleſſing 
them in the name of God. | 

Would you have your family-relations comfortable, 
your affairs ſucceſsful and give an evidence of your pro- 
feſſed ſubjection to the goſpel of Chriſt ? Would you live 
in God's fear, and die in his favour, and eſcape that curſe 
that is entailed on prayerleſs families ? Let religion in 
the power of it, have its due place; that is, the upper- 
moſt place in your houſes. ; 

Many objections your own corrupt hearts will make 
againſt family religion, but they will appear frivolous 
and trifling to a pious mind, that is ſtedfaſtly reſolved 
for God and godlineſs; You will never go on in your 
way to heaven, if you will be frightened with lions in 
the ſtreet. Whatever is the difficulty you dread, the 
diſcouragement you apprehend in it, I am confident 
it is not inſuperable, it is not unanſwerable. But he 
that obſerves the wind, ſhall not ſow; and he that re 

ds the clouds, ſhall not reap. | 

Be not loth to begin a new cuſtom, if it be a good 
cuſtom, eſpecially if it be a duty, (as certainly this is) 
which, while you continue in the negle& of, you live in 
ſin; for omiſſions are fins, and muſt come into judg- 
ment. It may be, you have been convinced, that you 
ought to worſhip God in your families, ard that it is a 
good thing to do ſo, but you have put it off to ſome more 


convenient ſeaſon. Will you now at laſt begin it? And 


do not defer ſo good a work any longer. The preſent 
ſeaſon is without doubt the moſt convenient ſeaſon. Be- 
C 
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gin this day ; let this be the day of your laying the foun- 
dation of the Lord's temple in your houle; and then 
conſider from this day and forward, 2s God by the pro- 
phet reaſons with the people who neglected to build the 
temple, Hag. ii. 18, 19. take notice, whether God do 
not from this day, remarkably bleſs you, in all that you 
have and do. 99 55 

Plead not your own weakneſs and inability to perform 
family worſhip. You will write what is necelfary for 
the carrying on of your trade, though you cannot write 
To fine a hand as ſome others; and will you not be as 
wiſe in the work of your Chriſtian calling, to do your 
beſt, though it be far ſhort of the beſt, rather than not 
do it at all? To him that hath but one talent, and trades 
with that, more ſhall be given ; but from him that bu- 
ries it, it ſhall be taken away. Be at ſome pains to 
make the ſcriptures familiar to you, eſpecially David's 
Pſalms, and then you cannot be to ſeek for a variety of 
apt expreſſions proper to be uſed in prayer, for they 
will be always at your right hand. Take with you thels 
words, words which the Holy Ghoſt teaches, for you 
cannot find more acceptable words. 
And now, ſhall I prevail with you in this matter? I 
am loth to leave you unrelolved, or but almoſt perſuad- 
ed; I beg of you for God's ſake, for Chriſt's ſake, for 
your own precious ſoul's ſake, and for the children's ſake 
of your own bodies, that you will live no longer in the 
neglect of ſo great, and neceſſary aud comfortable a duty, 
as this of family-worſhip. When we preſs upon you the 
more inward duties of faith, ard love, and the fear of 
God, it cannot be ſo evident that we ſucceed in our er- 
rand, as it may be in this. It is certain you get no good 
by this addreſs, but it is wholly loſt upon you, if, after 
you have read it, you continue in the neglect of family- 
religion; and if ſtill you caſt off fear and reſtrain pray- 
er before God, Your families will be witneſles againſt 
you, that this work was undone ; and theſe advices will 
witneſs againſt you, that it was not for want of being cal- 
led to do it, but for want of a heart to do it, when you 
were called. But I hope better things of you, my breth- 
ren, and things that accompany ſalvation, though I thus 
ſpeak, | 
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Secondly, Let thoſe that have kept up family-worſhip 
formerly, but of late have left it off, be perſuaded to re- 
ſume it, This perhaps is the caſe with ſome of you; you 
remember the kindneſs of your youth, and the love of 
your eſpouſals; time was, when you ſought God daily, 
and delighted to know his ways, as families that did 
righteouſneſs, and forſook not the ordinance of your God; 
but now it is otherwiſe. The altar of the Lord is bro- 
ken down and neglected, the daily ſacrifice is ceaſed ; 
and God hath kept an account how many days it hath 
ceaſed, whether you have or no, Dan. viii. 13,14. Now, 
God comes into your houſes ſeeking fruit, and finds none 
or next to none; you are ſo eager in your worldly pur- 
ſuits, that you have neither hearts nor time for religious 
exerciſes, You began at firſt frequently to omit the 
ſervice, and a ſmall matter ſerved for an excuſe to put 
it by, and fo by degrees it came to nothing. | 

O that thoſe who have left their firſt love, would now 
remember whence they are fallen, and repent, and do 
their firſt works. Enquire how this good work came 
to be neglected; was it not becauſe your love to God 
cooled, and the love of the world prevailed ? Have 

ou not found a manifeſt decay in the proſperity of your 
Eule, ſince you gave up this good work? Hath not ſin got 
ground in your hearts, and in your houſes ? And though 
when you dropt your family worſhip, you promiſed your- 
ſelves, that you would make it up in ſecret worſhip, be- 
cauſe you would not allow yourſelves time for both, yet 
have you not declined in that alſo? Are you not leſs 
frequent, and leſs fervent in your cloſet-devotions too ? 


Where is now the bleſſedneſs you have formerly ſpoken 
of? I beſeech you lay out yourſelves to "retrieve it in 


time. Say, as that penitent adultereſs, Hof. ii. 7. 7 wi// 
go and return to my firfl 1 for then was it better 
with me than now. Cleanſe the ſanctuary, pnt away the 
ſtrange gods; is money the god, or belly the god, that 
hath gained poſſeſſion of thy heart and houſe ? What- 
ever it is, caſt it out; rep:1Ir the altar of the Lord, and 
begin again the daily ſacrifice and oblation. Light the 
lamps again and burn the incenſe. Seriouſly reſolve it 
ſhall never be neglected again as it hath been. Perhaps 


you and your families have been manifeſtly under the 
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rebukes of providence fince you left off your duty, as 
Jacob was while he negleQed to pay his vow, I be- 
leech you at length hear the voice of the rod, and of 
him who hath appointed it, for it reminds you of your for- 
gotten vows, ſaying, Ariſe go up io Bethel and dwell there, 
Gen. xxxv. 1. Let the place thou dwelleſt in, ever be 
'a Bethel, ſo ſhall God dwell with thee there. 

Thirdly, Let thoſe that are remiſs and negligent in 
their family -worſhip, be awakened to more zeal and con- 
{tancy. Some of you perhaps maintain the profeſſion of 
religion in your houſe, but it does not flouriſſi; it is like 
the church of Laodicea, neither cold nor hot; or like 
the church of Sardis, in which the things that remain 
are ready to die. So that it hath little more than a 
name to live, Something of this work of the Lord is 
done for faſh.on-ſake, but it is done deceitfully. You 
have in your flock a male, but you vow and ſacrifice to 
the Lord a corrupt thing. You grow cuſtomary in 
your accuſtomed ſervices, and bring the torn and the 
blind, the lame and the ſick, for ſacrifice ; and you offer 
that to your God, which you would ſcorn to offer to 
your governor; and though it 1s but little you do for 
the promoting of religion in your houſe, you think that 
too much, and ſay, Beho/d what a wearineſs is ut! You 
put it off with a ſmall and inconſiderable ſcantling of 
your day, and that with the dregs and refuſe of it, You 
can ſpare no time at all for it in the morning, nor any in 
the evening, till you are half aſleep. It is thruſt into a 
corner, and almoſt loſt in a crowd of worldly buſineſs, 
and carnal converſe. When it is done, it is done ſo ſlight- 
ly, in ſo much haſte, and with fo little reverence, that it 
makes no impreſſion upon yourſelves or your families. 
The Bible lies ready, but you have no time to read. 
Your ſervants are otherwiſe employed, and you think it 
is no matter far calling them in: you yourſelves can take 
up with a word or two of prayer, or reſt in a lifeleſs, 

heartleſs tale of words. Thus it is every day, and per- 
haps little better on the Lord's days; no repetition of 
what you have heard through the day, no catechiſing, 
no ſinging of pſalms, or none to any purpoſe. 

Is it thus with any of your families“ Is this the pre- 
ſent ſtate of religion in your houſe ? My brethren, theſe 
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things ought not to be ſo. It is not enough that you 
do that which is good, but you muſt do it well, God 
and religion have in effect no place in your hearts and 
houſes, if they have not the innermoſt and uppermoſt 
place, Chriſt will come no where to be an underling; 
he is not a gueſt to be ſet behind the door. What com- 
fort, what benefit, can you promile to yourſelves from 
ſuch trifling ſervices as theſe; from an empty form of 
godlineſs, without the puwer of it ? | 

I beſeech you, make a buſineſs of yoar family-religion 
and not a by-buſineſs. Let it be your pleaſure and de- 
light, and not a taſk and drudgery. Contrive your af- 
fairs fo, as that the moſt convenient time may be alot- 
ted, both morning and evening, for your family worſhip, 
ſo as that you may not be unfit for it, or diſturbed and 
— in it? Herein wiſdom is profitable to direct. 
Addreſs yourſelves to it with reverence and ſeriouſneſs, 
and a folemn pauſe, that thoſe who join with you may 
ſee and ſay, That God is with you of a truth, and may 
be ſtruck thereby into a like holy awe, You need not 
be long in the ſervice, but you ought to be lively in it; 
not ſlothful in this buſineſs, becauſe it is buſineſs for God 
and your ſouls, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. 

Fourthly, Let thoſe that keep up the form of religion 
in their houſes, be very careful to adorn and r it 
in their converſation. If you pray in your families, and 
read the Scriptures, and ſing pſalms, and yet are paſſion- 
ate and froward with your relations, quarrelſome and 
contentious with your neighbours, unjuſt and deceitful 
in your dealings, intemperate and given to tippling, or 
allow yourſelves in any other ſinful way, you pull down 
with one hand, what you build up with the other. 
Your prayers will be an abomination to God, and to- 
good men too, if they be thus polluted. Be not decei- 
ved, God 1s not mocked. | 
Zee that you be univerſal in your religion, that it may 
appear you are ſincere in it. Shew that you believe a 
reality in it, by acting always under the commanding 
power and influence of? it. Be not Chriſtians upon your 


knees, and Jews in your ſhops. While you ſeem ſaints 


in your devotions, prove not yourſelves ſinners in your 


converſations. Having 1 the day in the fear of 


3 


[1 
12 


= —e—ß 
— — 


- - 
— — 
"= 

90 


—— — — 


— — — _ . — 
— w- v — Nm ²˙ Äĩ . OT 

* - . _ 2 — 

* * __ = _- — 1 


— — = 
—— 
— 
V 


— 


God, be in that fear all the day long. Let the exam- 
ple you ſet your families be throughout good, and by it 
teach them not only to read and pray, but to be meek and 
humble, ſober and temperate, loving and peaceable, juſt 
and honeſt ; ſo ſhall you adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour; and thoſe that will not be won by the word, ſhall 
be won by your converſation, Your family worſhip is 
an honour to you, ſee to it, that neither you nor yours 
be in any thing a diſgrace to it, 

Fifthly, Let thoſe that are ſetting out in the world, 
worſhip God in their houſe at firſt, and not defer it. 
Plead not youth and baſhfulneſs; if you have confidence 
enough to rule a family, I hope you have confidence e- 
rough to pray with a family. Say not, The time is not 
come, the time that the Lord's houſe ſhall be built, as 
they did that dwelt in their ceiled houſes, while God's 
houſe lay waſte, Hag. 1. 2,---4. It ought to be built 
preſently, and the longer you put it off, the more diffi- 
culty there will be in the doing of it, and the more dan- 
ger that it will never be done. 

Now you are beginning the world, (as you call it), 

is it not your wiſdom, as well as duty, to begin with 
God ? Can you begin better? Or can you expett to 
proſper, if you do not begin thus? 'The fuller your heads 
are of care about ſetting up houſe, and ſetting up ſhop, 
and ſettling in both, the more need you have of daily 
prayer, that by it you may caſt your care on God, and 
ſetch in wiſdom and direction from on high. 

Sixthly, In all your removes, be ſure you carry your 
religion along with you. Abraham oft removed his tent, 
but wherever he pitched 1t, there the firſt thing he did 
was to build an altar, It is obſervable concerning A- 
quilla and Priſcilla, that when Paul wrote his epiſtle 
to the Romans, they were at Rome; for he ſends falu- 
tations to them thither, and there it is faid they had a 
church in their houſe, Rom. xvi. 5. But now when he 
wrote this epiſtle to the Corinthians, they were at E- 
pheſus, for thence it ſhould ſeem this epiſtle bore date, 
and here he ſends ſalutations from them; and at Ephe- 
ſus allo they had a church in their houſe. As wherever 
we go ourſelves, we muſt take our religion with us; fo 
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wherever we take our families, or part of them, we muſt 


take our family-religion with us; for in all places we 
need divine protection, and experience divine goodneſs. 


I will therefore, that men pray every where, 


When you are in your city-houſes, let not the buſineſs 
of them crowd out your family religion; nor let the di- 
verſions of your country-houſes indiſpoſe your minds to 


theſe ſerious exerciſes. That care and that pleaſure are 


unſeaſonable and inordinate, which leave you not both 
heart and time to attend the ſervice of the Lord in 
your houſe. | | 
Let me here be an advocate alſo for thoſe families 
whole maſters are often abſent from them, for their 
health or pleaſure, eſpecially on the Lord's day, or long 
abſent upon buſineſs: And let me beg theſe abſent ma- 
ſters to conſider with whom they leave thoſe few ſheep in 
the wilderneſs, (1 Sam. xvii. 28.) and whether they do 
not leave them neglected and expoſed. Perhaps there 
is not a juſt cauſe for your abſence ſo much, nor can you 
ive a good anſwer to that queſtion, What dot thou here, 
lah ? But if there be a juſt cauſe, you ought to take 
care that family-religion be not neglected when you are 
abroad, but that the work be done when you are not at 
home to do it. | 
Seventhly, Let inferior relations help to promote reli- 
gion in the families where they are, If family-worthip 
be not kept up in the houſes where you live, let ſo much 
the more be done in your cloſets for God and your ſouls: 
If it be, yet think not that will excuſe you from ſecret 
worſhip; All is little enough to keep up the life of re- 
ligion in your hearts, and help you forwards towards 


heaven. 


Let the children of praying parents, and the ſervants 


of praying maſters, account it a great privilege to live 


in houſes where family- religion is obſerved, and be care- 
ful to improve that privilege. Be you alſo ready to e- 
very good work; make the religious exerciſes of your 
family eaſy and pleaſant to thoſe that perform them, by 
ſhewing yourſelves forward to attend on them, and care- 
ful to attend to them; for your back wardneſs and heed- 
leſſneſs will be their greateſt diſcouragement. Let your 
lives alſo be a credit to good education, and make it ap- 
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pear to all with whom you converſe, that you are every 
way the better for living in religious families, 

 Eightly, Let ſolitary people, that are not ſet in fami- 
lies, be devoted to God in their chambers, in their clo- 
ſets. When every man repaired the wall of Jeruſalem 
over againſt his own houſe, we read of one that repair- 
ed over againſt his chamber, Neh. iii. 10. Thoſe that 
live alone out of the way of family-worſhip, ought to 
take ſo much the more time for their ſecret-worlhip 3 
and, if poſſible, add the more folemnity to it. You 
have not families to read the Scriptures to, read them 
ſo much the more to yourſelves. You have not child- 
ren and ſervants to catechiſe, nor parents or maſters to 
be catechiſed by, catechiſe yourſelves then, that you 
may hold faſt the form of ſound words, which you have 
received. Exhort one another—So we read it, but it 
might as well be read, Exhort yourſelves, Heb. in. 13. 
You are not made keepers of the vineyards, and there- 
fore the greater is your ſhame if your vineyard you do 
not keep. When you are alone, yet you are not alone, 
for the Father is with you, to obſerve what you do, and 
to own and accept you if you do well. 

Ninthly, Let thoſe that are to chooſe a ſettlement, con- 
fult the welfare of their ſouls in the choice. If family- 
religion be ſo neceſſary, ſo comfortable, then be not un- 
equally yoked with unbelievers, who will have no kind- 
neſs for family religion, nor aſſiſt in the ſupport of it, 
but inſtead of building this houſe, pluck it down with 
their hands, Prov. xiv. 1. Let apprenticeſhips and o- 
ther ſervices be choſen by this rule, that that is beſt for 
us, which 1s beſt for our fouls; and therefore it is our 
interelt to go with thoſe, and be with thoſe, with whom 
God is, Zech. viii. 23. When Lot was to chuſe a ha- 
bitation, he was determined therein purely by ſecular 
advantages, Gen, xiii. 11. 14. and God juſtly corrected 
his ſenſual choice, for he never had a quiet day in the 
Sodom he choſe, till he was fired out of it. The Jew- 
iſh writers tell of one of their devout Rabbins, who be- 
ing courted to dwell in a place which was otkerwiſe well 
accommodated, but had no {ynagogue near, he utterly re- 
fuſed to a:cept the invitation, and gave that text for his 
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reaſon, Pſal. cxix. 72. The lau of thy mouth it better to 
me than thouſands of gold and filver. 

Tenthly, Let religious families keep up friendſhip 
and fellowſhip with each other, and as they have oppor- 
tunity aſſiſt one another in doing good. The commu- 
nion of churches hath always been accounted their beauty, 
ſtrength, and comfort, and fo is the communion of reli- 
gious families. We find in many of Paul's epiſtles 
kind falutations ſent to and from the houſes in which 
religion flouriſhed. Religious families ſhould greet 
one another, viſit one another, love one another, pray 
for one another, and as becomes houſholds of faith, do 
all the good they can one to another, foraſmuch as they 
all meet now daily at the ſame throne of grace, and 


hope to meet ſhortly at the ſame throne of glory; to 


be no more, as they are now, divided in Jacob, and ſcat- 
tered in Iſrael. | 
Lay, Is religion, in the power of it, uppermoſt in 
your houſes ?* And are you and yours ſerving the Lord, 
ſerving him daily? Go on and proſper, for the Lord is 
with you, while you be with him, See your houſes un- 
der the protection and bleſſing of heaven, and be aſſured, 
that all things ſhall work together for good to you. 
Make it appcar by your holy cheerfulnefs, that you find 
God a good Maſter, wiſdom's ways pleaſantneſs, and 
her paths peace; and that you ſee no reaſon to envy 
thoſe that ſpend their days in carnal mirth, for you are 
acquainted with better pleaſures, than any they can pre- 


tc nd to, 


Are your houſes on earth God's houſes ? Are they 
dedicated to him, and employed for him? Be of good 
comfort, his houſe in heaven ſhall be yours ſhortly : In 
my Father's houſe there are many man/ions 5 and one 
you may be ſure for each of you that thus, by @ patient 
continuance in well-doing, ſeek for glory, honour and im- 
mortality, 


| 
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PARLOUR RELIGION EXEMPLIFIED. 
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ff ihe to whom the Lord has given a plenty of 
the good things of this world, have it in their 
power to anticipate ſomething of the employments and 
enjoyments of heaven. ſo far as the imperfection of the 
preſent ſtate will permit; for they have all things rich- 
ly to enjoy, they may chuſe their company, their time, 
and entertainments, and in all things follow the pious diſ- 
poſition of their hearts. It is an happineſs E a reli- 
gious man to viſit, or to be in a houſe, that has a good 
man at its head. Such a houſe is that of Honorio, 

In the morning the parlour is decently prepared, and 
warmed for the reception of the pious heads of the 
family, who. come from their chamber ſmiling with gra- 
titude to God, and good-humoured with tbeir,diligent 
ſervants, The little family during their infancy are in 


the nurſery, and every thing e e is pro- 
hi 


hibited from entering the parlour, Which is at this hour 


a chapel for devotion. 'The clock having ſtruck the 
well-known hour, Honorio and. his beloved wife are 


ſeated, with the Book of God before them; the ſer- 


vants enter with looks expreſſive of the happineſs they 


feel in having the privilege of being God's freemen, and 


Joining their maſter and miſtreſs in his ſervice. Under 
the direction of Honorio, a ſong of praiſe to God for his 
mercies is offered up, and a portion of ſcripture is read, 
that their minds may become more familiarly acquainted 
with the ſacred oracles. 'This being done, they all bow 
their knees to him by whom the whole ſamily in heaven 
and earth is named, and the good Honorio calls upon 
his Lord and Maſter in heaven, with expreſſions of pro- 
found homage and humility ; bleſſing him for the favours 
of the paſt night, and the pleaſure of ſeeing the light of 
the returning day. Like the great High-prieſt he bears 
on his heart all his family before God, and entreats for 
particular mercies, according to the known ſtate of his 


—— 


[ 35 ] 
houſehold, and puts himſelf and all his affairs, both tem- 


poral and ſpiritual, into the hands of his heavenly Fa- 
ther. He then gives them his benediction, and they all 


riſe, The happy ſervants, cheered and warmed with 
the aids of devotion, return to their duty, each accord- 
ing to his place, and the heads of the family with their 
gueſts (if ſuch are preſent), fit down to breakfaſt on the 
overflowing bounty of God's providence. Buſineſs, or 
works of piety, call the maſter away, and the miſtreſs, 
having given directions in her family, takes her uſual 
ſeat and employment in her parlour. The Bible is laid 
near her, to be referred to as her beſt friend and director, 
her richeſt cordial in trouble, and moſt faithful monitor 
in doubtful caſes. Nor is ſhe fearful that any viſitor 
ſhould find her with this companion, for ſhe defires no 
company but thoſe who love the ſcriptures. She is ra- 
ther of the ſentiments of a well-known female, who 
brought her family-bible into her parlour, and laying it 
on the table, ſaid, Lie there, thou beſt of books, and 
keep thou thy place whoever comes in.“ A pious vi- 
ſitor or two, or a miniſter of Chriſt perhaps, drops in, in 
the forenoon. If fo, the time is not waited in unprofi- 
table talk, but the parlour is honoured by being changed 
into the ſimilitude of the holy mount. This heavenly 
woman and her gueſts enter into diſcourſe, as Moſes and 
Elias did, on what once paſſed at Jeruſalem, when Jeſus 
gore his life a ranſom for many ; and their experience 
o confirms their intereſt in that work of love, that their 
hearts burn within them, and, like Peter, they find it 
good to be there. | | 
The hour to dine being come, Honorio returns, and 
probably brings a religious friend or two to his hoſpita- 
ble manſion. The table being ſpread with plenty, with- 
out oftentation, the proviſion is ſanctified by the prayer 
of Honorio, penetrated with a ſenſe of having forfeited 
every thing by ſin, but having recovered all by the me- 
rit of his great Saviour, a remembrance of whoſe love 
makes every thing more ſweet and refreſhing. Having 


uſed, but not abuſed, the bounties of providence, grate- 


ful acknowledgments are returned to the great Giver 
of every good gift; and the pious few mingle profitable 
diſcourſe with their wine, or concert ſome plan for ſup- 
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plying the wants of thoſe who are in diſtrefling circum- 
ances. Towards evening, a ſelect company grace the 

tea-table; and the ewe + of the goſpel, with the beft 

means of ſpreading its influence around them, become the 
ſubj their converſation. Should national affairs 
be introduced, they expreſs their loyalty towards their 
lawful ſovereign, and their thankfulneſs to God for the 
many invaluable privileges enjoyed by Britons. The 
hour of parting being come, the praiſes of God intro- 
duce the devotion of the evening, in which, as in the 
morning, the Scriptures are read, and all the family cal- 
led to unite. Care is taken not to protract this ſervice 
to an immoderate length, leſt the children on account of 
their tender years, and the ſervants, wearied with the 
labour of the day, might be inclined to ſleep when their 
minds ought. to be attentive. Nor is it hurried over, as 
thoagh it were of no importance; but ſufficient time is 
taken reverently and decently to thank God for his good- 
nels, earneſtly to intreat him to pardon their ſins, and to 
commit themſelves into his care and protection. 

O ye worldlings ! what can ye produce in the ſcenes 
of your lives that is worthy to be compared with this ? 
The curſe of God,“ ſays the ſcripture, ** is in the 
dwellings of the wicked.“ Your parlours have no bleſ- 
fings in them. Your children and ſervants never hear 
the name of God mentioned in them, unleſs it be to 
blaſpheme it. Your tables are unblefled. At your 
banquets, intemperance reigns, and modeſty is put to the 
bluſh. The parlours I have been deſcribing are types 
of heaven, where due returns are made to God for his 
bounty. Ye are deluded by what you call rational a- 
muſements. Like children you divert yourſelves in fool- 
ih play, night after night, waſting your time and ſub- 
ſtance. And the God in whole hands your breath is, 
and whoſe are all your ways, you have not glorified.” 
Any thing that is ſerious and uſeful to your ſouls, you 
will not once hear, much leſs will you hear it repeated. 
And what will ye do in the end thereof?“ O that ye 
were wiſe, that ye would conſider you ways, and at lait 
make ſome returns of gratitude to a gracious God for 


all his benefits beſtowed upon you ! 3 JA 64 
: | THE END. 
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